Simple Preference and the Reverse  

Preference

What do you bid If your partner opens l♥ and fate has been unkind enough to deal you:

♠ 9 8 7 5 3      
♥ -      
♦ 7 5 3 2      ♣ 8 7 5 3?

l♥ is probably not your best contract but if you try to improve matters by bidding l♠ your partner will assume you have six points and the bidding may well soar Into the stratosphere. It is usual to stop bidding when it becomes evident that the values for game are not present but there are a number of important exceptions, for example the weakness take out of your partner's INT opening. This is an example of preference. Partner has shown at least two cards in each suit and 12-14 points. You have: 

♠ J 9 8 6 5 3 
 ♥ 2 
 ♦ 10 9 8
♣ 9 7 6.

Your side is so badly outgunned in high cards that you are unlikely to make any contract, but the carnage will be less severe if you play in 2♠. You can bid 2♠ only because you know that partner will not assume you are showing any values. He has announced his values, you are simply declaring that you prefer 2♠ to INT. SIMPLE PREFERENCE.

Now suppose you, as East, face this problem:

West

East


♠ Q 9 7 5 3






1♥

1♠


♥ 8 4 2







2♦

?


♦ 7 4












♣ K 6 3


West's failure to rebid 3♦ (19-20 points and game forcing) makes game improbable. You want this auction to end as quickly as possible but you certainly cannot pass 2♦. West has bid two suits. You are not wildly keen on either of them but you certainly prefer hearts to diamonds. Give simple preference to his first suit by bidding 2♥. You are not showing any extra values and your hearts may be poor. Replace the ♥2 by the ♣2 and you would still have to bid this way. By considering the alternatives you can systematically exclude them all. To pass 2♦ would probably leave West playing in a 4-2 fit when a 5-2 fit is available in hearts. You would need six sturdy spades to repeat your suit and both 2NT and 3♣ show far stronger hands than you possess. 

Responder gives false preference

We now come to a traditional problem in Acol which has partially acquired a solution. You are East, considering how best to continue this auction:

West

East


♠  A Q 10 3

1♥

1♠


♥  Q 4

2♦

?


♦  8 6 4

♣  9 7 3 2

West has not made a limit bid, indeed he could have as much as eighteen points even though his bid is not forcing. You cannot bid 2NT which shows 10-12 high card points, neither can you repeat your four-card spade suit. Equally a raise to 3♦ is not acceptable without four card support. However it if partner chooses to open a suit and rebid a second suit rather than bid no-trumps you can assume that he has got at least five cards in his first suit. In the auction above West has 5 hearts so you give FALSE PREFERENCE to 2♥. If this is passed the 5-2 heart fit will no doubt play at least as well as the 4-3 diamond fit. If, on the other hand, West has a strong hand he can make a further game try. This you would willingly accept since you would have bid the same way without one of your queens. Hearts may not even be the final denomination, for example:

West


East



West

East

♠ 6


♠ A Q 10 3


1♥

1♠

♥ K 10 9 4 3

♥ Q 4



2♦

2♥

♦ A K Q 3

♦ 8 6 4


2NT

3NT

♣ A Q 10

♣ 9 7 3 2

West doesn’t assume East has 3-card heart support and suggests an alternative denomination: no-trumps. East is maximum for simple preference so raises to 3NT

It is rare to for East to pass West’s new-suit rebid. 

West


East



West

East

♠ 6


♠ A Q J 5 


1♥

1♠

♥ K 10 9 4 3

♥ 2



2♦

P

♦ A K Q 3

♦ 7 4 2

♣ A Q 10

♣ 8 7 4 3 2

East has nowhere to go after the 2♦ rebid. East/West seems to have missed a 25 point game, but look at it and you wouldn’t particularly want to be in game, would you?

Finally, although SIMPLE PREFERENCE may be "false", JUMP PREFERENCE (also not forcing) to a major suit guarantees three card support and to a minor often suggests four card support. Because jump preference shows 10-12 points there are usually other alternatives (like 2NT), hence it is unlikely that you are forced to make the bid with an unsuitable.

The reverse

The idea of a REVERSE is closely linked with preference. A reverse is when a player bids two suits in such an order that if his partner wishes to give simple preference to the first suit he is cannot do so below the three level. There is a simpler way of looking at it:

If you open 1♥, you create a barrier at 2♥. If you make a rebid in a new suit over that barrier you are reversing.

(a)
West

East


(b)
West

East

1♥

1♠



1♦

1♠

2♦





2♥

In (a) East can give preference to 2♥. In (a) West rebids below his 2♥ barrier. West is not reversing

In (b) East cannot give preference to 2♦. In (b) West rebids above the 2♦ barrier. West is reversing. If West chooses to bid his hand in a manner that is likely to push the bidding unnecessarily high when East may have a very poor, misfitting hand he must adhere to strict requirements.

(c)     West
East
        (d)  West   East
 (e)   West
East
   (f)
West
East

        1♣
1♥

    1♥     2♣

        1♠          2♥

1♦     1♠

        2♦
(3♣)

    2♠
  (3♥)

        3♦
(3♠)

3♣

Sequences (c), (d) and (e) are all reverses by West, with the reversing bid underlined and the three level "preference" bid in brackets. If opener reverses he promises at least five cards in his first suit and at least 16 high card points (unless he has exceptional shape, including some fit with responder's suit.)
In auctions (c) and (d) the reversing bid is made at the two level in a higher suit. These sequences are often called "low reverses". They guarantee more cards in the first suit than the second suit; 5-4, 6-4 or 6-5. Many players would open l♥, with the intention of reversing into 2♠ with!
♠ A J 6 4 3  
♥ A J 7 5 3   

♦ A Q  
♣ 7.

This is wrong because partner will always believe that you have more hearts than spades. Even if you subsequently bid spades twice to show that you have five, he will think you are showing six hearts also. You must open l♠ and make a simple rebid of 2♥. Although not absolutely forcing this bid is rarely passed, and if partner cannot make a further move you are probably quite high enough. Replace the ♥J by the ♥K and you are strong enough for the game forcing jump rebid of 3♥. The idea that after a l♠ opening there are hands that are too strong for a 2♥ rebid but not strong enough for a 3♥ rebid is erroneous. You certainly cannot show "Intermediate" hands with a reversing sequence unless you have the correct shape.
In sequence (e) the reversing bid is actually made at the three level, frequently called a "high reverse". Now the hand shape can on occasions be 5-5. Suppose you are dealt:

♠ A J 6 4 3   ♥ A Q  
♦ A J 7 5 3  
♣ 7.

 You should open l♠, intending to rebid 3♦ over a 2♥ response.
Sequence (f) is not a reverse. It is a JUMP SHIFT, game forcing. A jump bid is never a reverse.
There always seems to be utter confusion about whether or not a reverse Is forcing. You don't need long lists of sequences. Common sense makes sequences (d) and (e) game forcing. Opener has shown 16 high card points and responder has at least a well fitting 8 for his change of suit at the two level How often do you want to play in a part score with such combined assets? In sequence (c) responder may only have six points for his change of suit at the one level so if opener has just 16 it is logical that the partnership should be able to opt out below game level.
Summing up, only two different categories are needed. A reverse following a bid at the one level is forcing for one round. A reverse following a change of suit at the two level is game forcing.
Bidding after a reverse

(g)
♠ A 9 8 5 3


(h)
♠ A 9 8 6 4

(i)
♠ A Q 8


♥ 9 8




♥ J 8



♥ J 8


♦  8




♦ Q 5



♦ Q 8


♣  Q 10 9 5 3



♣ K J 10 9


♣ A J 10 8 6 5

Holding hand (g), you respond l♠ to your partner's 1♥ opening bid. When he rebids 2♦ you can only give preference to 2♥. The superficially attractive bid of 2NT is out of the question because it shows 10-12 points. 2NT would be correct if you held b).
Now consider the same hands if he opens l♦ and reverses into 2♥ over your l♠ response. This time he is showing 16+ points and forcing another bid from you. You are now justified in bidding 2NT with (g), showing a minimum response. With (h) you must show your considerable extra values by bidding 3NT.
With (i) you would have responded 2♣ to partner's l♦ opening bid. If his rebid is 2♥ a game forcing situation has been established, therefore 2NT will suffice, leaving him room to describe his assets further.
Frequently the best method of proceeding over partner's reverse is to bid the "fourth suit" to request more information. 
Opener's first bid
(j)
♠ A 8 6 2


(k)
♠ A 8 7 5

(l)
♠ A 7


♥ A K Q 6



♥ 7 6 4


♥ Q 7


♦  9 7




♦ A K Q 8


♦ A 8 7 6

♣ 9 8 2



♣  9 4



♣ J 9 7 6 4
It must constantly be stressed that, before deciding upon your opening bid, you should have considered your rebid over partner's most inconvenient response. If you are playing a weak no trump you cannot open hand (j) with l♥, however attractive the suit appears. This is because you have no acceptable rebid if partner responds 2♦. A 2♥ rebid guarantees a five card suit, a 2♠ rebid is a reverse, and a 2NT rebid shows 15-16 points. You could open l♠, intending to rebid 2♥, but not if that sequence guarantees five spades as you will see later. You are left with no sensible alternative to INT. You have a similar problem with hand (k) if you open l♦ because a  response will leave you fixed. 
A critical examination of hand (l) may lead you to the conclusion that the best course of action is to pass. A l♣ opening would force a revolting 2♣ rebid because a INT rebid shows 15-16 points and a 2♦ rebid is a reverse. A l♦ opening would allow a 2 ♣ rebid, but then partner may well give preference to 2♦ with a small doubleton in each minor suit. There are many similar awkward decisions to be made. The important thing is to make these decisions before your first bid and not to make a superficially attractive start only to find that partner's response has left you without recourse. So often a vaguely considered rebid turns out to be a reverse which cannot be justified.
Can I be forced to reverse by intervention?

The answer is simply, "no". Consider this problem, as West:  
♠  K J 4



South
West
North
East

♥  Q 7 6 3




1♣
1♠
2♦

♦  5




P
?

♣  A Q 10 7 5

You carefully considered the consequences before opening 1♣. If East had responded l♦ you intended to rebid l♥. If Instead he ventured l♠ you would have raised to 2♠. However North's overcall and your partner's forcing 2♦ have caught you unprepared. Any bid you now make sounds strong when you want to sound as weak as possible. Should you have considered this? Before your first bid you need only consider your rebid over partner's change of suit at the lowest possible level. You will be expected to have a rebid available over a response of l♦ but not 2♦. You are not expected to consider intervention. Thus you can bid 2♥ which is not a reverse. Partner will realise that the interference followed by his forcing bid may well have obliged you to make a rebid at a higher level than you intended.

As a contrast, suppose you are West, facing this auction:

♠  5




South
West
North
East

♥  K J 4




1♣
1♥
1♠

♦ Q 7 6 3



P
?

♣  A Q 10 7 5

You must not imagine that you can use the intervention as an excuse to bid 2♦. You are expected to have a rebid thought out over a I♠ response, and there is no reason to alter your rebid. The crucial difference is that this time the intervention has not raised the level of East's response.

Quiz

1) What is your opening bid, and your planned rebid over a l♠ response, with these hands?

(a)  
♠ 9 8



(b)
♠ A 8


(c)
♠ Q 8


♥ A Q 7 5



♥ A Q 7 5


♥ A 9 7 5 2


♦ A Q J 5 3



♦ A Q J 5 3


♦ A Q 6 5 3


♣ 6 2 




♣ 6 2



♣ 6

(d)
♠ K 8



(e)
♠ K 8 


(f)
♠ A


♥ A Q 7 5 2



♥ A K J 8 7


♥ A Q 8 7 5


♦  A Q 10 5 3



♦ A Q J 5 3


♦ A Q 8 7 5 3


♣ 6




♣ 6



♣ 8

2) Your partner opens 1♥ and rebids 2♦ over your l♠ response. What do you call with these hands?

(a)
♠ Q 8 6 4 3


(b)
♠ Q 8 7 6 3

(c)
♠ A 8 7 5


♥ Q 6




♥ 6 4



♥ K 8 6


♦  5 3




♦ K 10 8


♦ Q 8


♣  Q J 8 6



♣  A Q 6


♣ Q 10 9 3

(d)
♠ K Q 10 9 8 6

(e)
♠ K 9 8 6 5  


♥ 9




♥ 8


♦ 9 8




♦ 9 8 6


♣ 8 7 5 2



♣ Q 5 3 2

3) How would your second bid change for the hands in question 2) if partner had opened l♦ and reversed into 2♥ over your l♠ response?

Answers to Quiz

1a) Open l♦ and rebid 2♦. You have the shape to reverse into 2♥, but not the strength.
b) Open l♦ and rebid 2♥, a one round force showing 16+ high card points and longer diamonds than hearts.

c) Open l♥ and rebid 2♦. If partner gives preference to 2♥ you must pass. Remember that he may have a small doubleton in each of your suits.

d) Open l♥ and rebid 2♦. You have plenty to spare and if partner gives least 5-5 shape. The alternative rebid of 3♦ commits you to game opposite a misfitting six points and thus cannot be justified.

e) Open l♥ and rebid 3♦. This time you are delighted to force to game.

f) Open l♦ and rebid 2♥, forcing for one round. Your next bid will be 3♥, showing five hearts and therefore six diamonds.

2)
a) 2♥. Simple preference. You are far too weak for anything else.
b) 2NT. 10-12 points.

c) 3♥. Jump preference, not forcing and showing exactly three hearts.

d) 2♠. Weak hand, good suit.

e) Pass. There really is nowhere else to go. 

3)
a) 2NT. Minimum and not forcing.
b) 3NT. The obvious contract with such good club guards. Don't risk partner passing 2NT.

c) 3NT. Same as b). 3♥ would show four-card support as this is your first chance to support hearts.

d) 2♠. No change.

e) 3♦. Not forcing. Settle for the 5-3 fit rather than 2NT with such a precarious club guard.

