The Weak Two Bid 

An opening bid of 2♠, 2♥ and, less commonly, 2♦ can be used to show a weak hand (below normal opening strength) whose suit length makes it unsuitable for a pre-emptive three opening bid. A weak two bid is often described as showing 6-10 points and a good six-card suit, but common sense dictates flexibility.

(a)
♠ K 8 7 6 5 3 2
♥ 7 4

♦ K Q 10
♣ 6

(b)  
♠ K Q J 10 7 

♥ 9 6

♦ 7 4 3
♣ 8 6 5

(c)
♠ K Q 10 7 5 4
♥ 9 8

♦ K 7 5
♣ 10 2

(d)
♠ J 8 7 5 3 2

♥ A 8

♦ K J 7
♣ 9 6
To open 3♠ with hand (a) at red vulnerability would be to invite a substantial adverse penalty, but a weak 2♠ opening is a good compromise between recklessness and the undue caution of a pass. Equally anybody who was put off by the lack of a sixth spade from opening (b) with 2♠ at green vulnerability, third in hand, would be giving opponents a very easy ride!
  The important principle is that your suit should be the most striking feature of your hand. To open 2♠ with (c) is normal and sensible, but with (d) the spades are too weak and you have too much outside strength. You have no reason to push partner away from no trumps or diamonds towards a spade contract.

  Unless your partner has already passed you should not open a weak two bid with four cards in the other major.
After your weak 2♠ opening bid responder can often select the final contract immediately, eg. 3NT or 4♠, or otherwise choose to start a discussion by making a forcing change of suit.
  A direct raise to 3♠ is pre-emptive. If wanting to agree spades and make a game (or slam) try responder starts with the artificial 2NT asking bid, called the OGUST convention. Opener's suit is classified as 'good' if it contains two of the top three honours, and opener's points as maximum if in the range of a good 8 up to 10. Opener then rebids as follows:
3♣ = Poor suit, minimum points.

3♦ = Good suit, minimum points.

3♥ = Poor suit, maximum points.

3♠ = Good suit, maximum points.

3NT = A suit of A K Q x x x.
Note: MInors = MInimum. Note: MAjors = MAximum.

Quiz on Weak Two Bids

1) Playing weak twos in the majors, what do you open with these hands at love all? Would your answer be different third in hand if only your opponents were vulnerable?

(a)
♠ 9 5

♥ K Q 10 9 3 2
♦ K 6 2
♣ 9 3

(b)
♠ Q 8 3
♥ K 7 6 4 3 2

♦ K 10 9
♣ 9

(c)
♠ 9 5

♥ K Q J 10 9

♦ K 6 2
♣ 9 3 2

(d)
♠ K 8 6 2
♥ K Q 10 9 3 2
♦ 2

♣ 9 3

(e)
♠ 2

♥ K Q 10 9 3 2
♦ K 8 6 2
♣ 9 3

2) If your partner opens a weak 2♥ at game all, what is your response with these hands?

(a)
♠ K J 6 2

♥ 8

♦ A Q 6 4 3

♣ 9 4 3

(b)
♠ K J 10 7 3 2
♥ -

♦ A Q 6 3 2

♣ 9 4

(c)
♠ 8


♥ K J 6 2
♦ A Q 6 3 2

♣ 9 4 3

(d)
♠ K Q 5 3

♥ 9 2

♦ A K Q 4

♣ A 8 2

(e)
♠ K Q 6

♥ 9

♦ A K Q J 7 6 5
♣ K 9

(f)
♠ A Q 10 4 3

♥ 9

♦ A K Q 6

♣ Q 3 2

(g)
♠ K 6


♥ Q 10 9
♦ K Q J 6

♣ 9 4 3 2

(h)
♠ K 6


♥ Q 10 9
♦ K Q J 6

♣ K J 3 2

(j)
♠ A K 6

♥ 10 3 2
♦ A K Q J

♣ A K 4

3)  With each of these hands you open a weak 2♥ bid at love all. What is your rebid if partner responds with:                   (i)   2♠?
(ii)  the Ogust 2NT enquiry?

(iii) 3♥?   

(iv)  3NT?

(a)
♠ 8 6

♥ K Q 10 7 3 2
♦ 9 3 2
♣ J 10

(b)
♠ 8 6 2
♥ K J 10 7 3 2
♦ A 3

♣ J 10

(c)
♠ 8 6

♥ K Q 10 7 3 2
♦ K J 10
♣ J 10

 (d)
♠ K 6

♥ K J 10 7 3 2
♦ 9 3 2
♣ 10 9

Benjamin Two Bids

The Benjamin 2♦ opening bid

This caters for the hands that would be opened with an Acol 2♣ opener. The artificial negative response is the next call up, ie. 2♥. Thereafter, bidding proceeds naturally.
The Benjamin 2♣ opening bid. 
This caters for all Acol two bids. Rebid your suit after the 2♦ negative response.  Traditionally the sequences 2♣: 2♦: 2♥/♠ are forcing to suit agreement, as they are Acol two bids. Responder can give a second artificial negative by continuing with 2NT (0-3 points).  Experts have been divided on whether to treat 2♣: 2♦: 3♣/♦ as forcing, since the three level rebids consume so much space it makes it impossible to stop at a safe level if responder is very weak. This is a matter of partnership agreement. We treat them as not forcing. Even then it makes sense to open with l♣/♦ if you have only eight tricks!
Balanced hands
20-22 points. Open 2NT.
23-24 points. Open 2♣ and rebid 2NT over 2♦.
Not forcing.
25-26 points. Open 2♦ and rebid 2NT over 2♥.
Game forcing.
27-28 points. Open 2♣ and rebid 3NT over 2♦.
Game forcing.

29-30 points. Open 2♦ and rebid 3NT over 2♥.
Game forcing.
Quiz On Benjamin Strong Twos

1) Playing Benjamin Twos what do you open with these hands at game all? If you choose 2♣ or 2♦, what is your rebid after a negative response? 

(a)
♠ A Q J 7 3 2

♥ A K

♦ A Q 3

♣ A 9

(b)
♠ A Q J 7 3 2

♥ A K

♦ Q 8 3

♣ A 9

(c)
♠ A Q J 7 3 2

♥ A K

♦ 9 8 3

♣ K 2

(d)
♠ A Q J 7 3 2

♥ A K 9 4 3
♦ -


♣ A 9

(e)
♠ A K J 6 3

♥ A Q 7 3
♦ A K Q J

♣ –

(f)
♠ A K J 6 3

♥ A Q 7 3
♦ K Q J 2

♣ –

(g)
♠ A K

 
♥ Q 8 3
♦ A Q J 7 3 2

♣ A 9

(h)
♠ A K 7

♥ Q 8 3
♦ A Q J 10

♣ A K 4

(j)
♠ A J 7

♥ Q 8 3
♦ A Q J 10

♣ A K 4

(k)
♠ A K 7

♥ K Q 3
♦ A Q J 10

♣ A K 4

2) With these hands at love all how do you respond to a:
(i) Benjamin 2♣ opening bid.  (ii) Benjamin 2♦ opening bid.

(a)
♠ K 6 3

♥ 9 4 2
♦ 9 4 2

♣ Q 6 4 2

(b)
♠ K 6 3

♥ A 4 2
♦ 9 4 2

♣ Q 6 4 2

(c)
♠ K J 10 3 2

♥ 9 4 2
♦ 10 4


♣ Q 6 4

(d)
♠ K J 10 3 2

♥ A 4 2
♦ 10 4


♣ Q 6 4    

Answers to quiz on Weak Two Bids

1)

  (a)  2♥ A perfect weak two bid.
  (b)  Pass. Your suit is too weak for 2♥.

(c)  2♥ is certainly correct in third seat as your heart suit is as strong as most six-carders. In first or second position you must weigh up the pre-emptive benefit against the danger of partner assuming that you have six an competing too high.


(d)
Pass. This hand may play well in spades. Don't open a weak 2♥ with four spades.   2♥ is OK third in hand.

  (e) 2♥. You are less worried about missing a diamond fit.

2)

(a) Pass. Keep the bidding low with a misfit.
(b) Pass. If you are doubled try 2♠, which would then be non-forcing.
(c) 4♥. If you can't make 4♥, they can probably can make 4♠
(d) 4♥. The 6-2 fit.
(e) 3NT. Partner must not remove to 4♥!!
(f) 2♠. A misfit, but you are too strong to pass.
(g) 3♥. Pre-emptive. It might make, or it might keep them out of spades. 3♥ is not

      a game try.
(h) 2NT. The Ogust enquiry. You will play in game if partner has a maximum 2♥

      opening.

(i) 2NT. Play in 5♥, 6♥ or 7♥ depending on partner's reply.

3)

  (a)    (i) 3♥. What else?   (ii) 3♦. Good hearts. 6-8 points.
           (iii) Pass. 3♥ is pre-emptive.  (iv) Pass. Mandatory!

(b)
(i) 4♠ . Three-card support should be good news,
          (ii) 3♥. Minimum suit. 8-10 points.  (iii) & (iv) Pass.

(c)
(i) 3♦. This might help partner bid 3NT. (ii) 3♠



(iii) and (iv) Pass


(d)    (i) 3♠   (ii) 3♣       (iii) and (iv) Pass

Answers to Quiz On Benjamin Strong Twos

1)
(a)   Open 2♦. Rebid a game forcing 2♠ over a 2♥ negative.
(b) 
Open 2♣. Rebid 2♠ over a 2♦ negative. 

(c)
Open l♠. Not good enough for a Benjamin 2♣.

(d)
Open 2♣. Rebid 2♠, followed up by a forcing 3♥

(e)
Open 2♦. Rebid a game forcing 2♠ over 2♥.

(f) 
Open l♠. Opening 2♣ with a three-suiter carries the bidding too high,

(g)
Open l♦. Not strong enough to open 2♣ and rebid 3♦. Or perhaps open 2NT.

(h) 
Open 2♦ and rebid a non forcing over 2♦. 
(j) 
Open 2NT. 20-22 points.

(k) 
Open 2♦ and rebid a game forcing 2NT over 2♥.

2)
(a)   (i) 2♦.       (ii) 2♥. The negative responses.
      (b)
(i)
and (ii) 2NT A balanced positive. Game forcing.

     (c)
(i)
2♦          (ii) 2♥. Show your spades later.

     (d)
(i)
and (ii) 2♠.  A positive with spades.

