SUPPORTING PARTNER’S MINOR

You could play a system of supporting partner's minor similar to supporting a major, however there are differences.

  Firstly you don't automatically agree the minor if you have 4-card support. You will see in chapter 7 that your first priority is to introduce a major suit if you have one, seeking the 4-4-fit.

  Secondly, even if you do support partner's minor suit, that doesn't automatically set the suit as trumps. Subsequent investigation focuses on whether to play in the agreed minor, or whether no-trumps is feasible

  Thirdly, while it is quite permissible to introduce a 3-card minor in response to 1♥/♠ if you have no convenient bid, you don't want to start 'inventing' major suits because you will never persuade partner that you don't have four.

  Therefore our recommended bidding structure is different.

Inverted minor raises

What do you respond to 1♣ if you have hand (a)

(a)
♠  A K 8
♥ K 8 

♦ 8 7 2

♣ K Q J 6 3

This hand is far too strong for any club raise and a jump to 3NT might lead to you losing the first 5 tricks in diamonds with 6♣ easy. You might feel tempted to introduce a suit, perhaps 1♦, but your lie won't solve your problem on the next round. Hands like this explain the popularity of  'INVERTED MINOR SUIT RAISES'.

The idea is that in response to an opening bid of 1♣ (1♦) you swap (or invert) the role of a single raise to 2♣ (2♦) and a double raise to 3♣ (3♦)  

  A raise of 1♣ to 3♣ shows the values for a traditional raise to 2♣ and would then have accepted a game try by opener. The hand should have at most 9 losers.

(b)
♠ K 8 7
♥ 10 5

♦ 9 7 6 
♣  K J 4 3 2

(c) 
♠ K 8 7
♥ 5

♦ 9 7 6 3 2 
♣  K J 4 3

(d)
♠ K 8 7
♥ Q 10 5
♦ K J 6 
♣  9 5 4 3

(e)
♠ K 8 7
♥ Q 10 5
♦ J 7 6 
♣  9 5 4 3

Hand (b) is ideal for an inverted minor raise of 1♣ to 3♣. Even if 3♣ fails you can be confident that your opponents could have made a major suit contract. This again demonstrates the theme that with a 9-card fit you shouldn't be afraid of contracting for a 9 trick contract. 3♣ is an excellent pre-emptive bid.

  Hand (c) is also suitable for 3♣. It has only 8 losers, and if the agreed suit was a major you might consider it worth a full value raise to the three level. However the losing trick count is not the only criterion when agreeing a minor suit. If the final contract is 3NT because partner has heart values you have 7 HCP for partner; the singleton heart no longer being an asset.

  A good criterion as to when an inverted minor suit raise to 3♣ (3♦) is appropriate is to ask what you would have done if you had made a normal raise of 1♣ to 2♣ and your opponents had competed in a major suit. With (b) you would certainly bid 3♣, but neither (d) nor (e) would be suitable for a push to 3♣. The hands are too balanced, and with queens and jacks in the side suits they are more defensive in nature. Respond to 1♣ with 1NT, which must now show 6-9 HCP rather than the traditional 8-10.  

A raise of 1♣ to 2♣ (or 1♦ to 2♦) shows at least the values for a full raise to 3♣ (3♦). It is forcing to 3♣ (3♦) and normally either partner can show no desire to go further than a part-score by bidding a non-forcing 3♣ (or 3♦). If either partner goes beyond 3♣ (3♦) the auction becomes game forcing.

(f)   Opener

Responder

Opener
Responder

♠ K Q J

♠ A 9 4

1♣

2♣

♥ 9


♥ K 7 6 

2♠

3♣

♦ 7 6 5 4

♦ 9 3 2

♣ K Q J 6 5

♣ A 10 8 4  

In (f) Opener's 2♠ shows a stopper for no-trump purposes rather than a 4-card suit. Remember, 2♣ denies a 4-card major so partner won't insist on making spades the final denomination. Responder's 3♣ shows that 2♣ was a value raise to 3♣ and no more.  

(g) Opener

Responder

Opener
Responder

♠ K Q J

♠ A 9 4

1♣

2♣

♥ 9


♥ 8 7 6 

2♠

3♦

♦ 7 6 5 4

♦ A K Q

4♣

4♦

♣ K Q J 6 5

♣ A 10 8 4  

4♥

4♠







5♣

6♣

In (g) responder's 3♦ is game forcing, showing diamond values for no-trumps rather than a diamond cue bid for slam. 3♦ tends to suggest lack of a heart stopper so opener can see that 3NT won't be correct. 4♣ is better than 5♣ because it gives responder more room to investigate. 4♦, 4♥ and 4♠ are now cue bids. Note the 4♥ bid. Opener hasn't got an ace to cue bid, but opener must be aware that responder,  however strong, might need some reassurance that the opponents cannot take the first two heart tricks. In any case, responder by now is quite optimistic about the hand because there appears to be few if any wasted heart values.

(h)  Opener

Responder

Opener
Responder

♠  K 9 8

♠ A 5 2 

1♦

2♦

♥ A 10 5

♥ K 4 2

2NT

3NT

♦ A Q 3 2

♦ K 10 9 7 6

♣ Q J 9

♣ 6 4

In (h) opener's rebid is not above 3♦, but it commits the partnership to game because it shows 15-17 HCP. 2NT shows a balanced hand, so because we open all balanced hands in the 12-14 HCP range with 1NT opener's hand must be stronger than 14HCP. Responder bids the obvious game contract. Note that if opener had 18-19 HCP the correct rebid would be 3NT.

(i)  Opener

Responder

Opener
Responder

♠  K 9 8

♠ A Q 2 

1♦

2♦

♥ A 10 5

♥ 4 2


2NT

3♦

♦ A Q 3 2

♦ K 10 9 7 6

3♥

6♦

♣ Q J 9

♣ A K 6 

In (i) responder is interested in a slam after hearing the 2NT rebid. 3♦ sets diamonds as trumps, and does not show a minimum 2♦ bid. Opener now cue bids the ♥A, which solves responder's worries.

If opponents intervene, even if only with a double, you should abandon inverted minor suit raises. This subject is dealt with in the companion book: 'Understanding the contested auction'. 

Splinter Bids

There is no reason why you shouldn't play that a double jump is a splinter bid, just as after a major suit opening, but a splinter bid below 3NT doesn't rule out the possibility of 3NT as a final contract.

(j)   Opener

Responder

Opener
Responder

♠ A Q J

♠ 5


1♣

3♠


♥ 8 2 


♥ A Q 6 

3NT

♦ K 7 


♦ 9 8 6 2

♣ Q J 7 6 5 2

♣ A K 8 4 3

In (j) responder has an ideal hand for 3♠. Opener announces huge wasted values in spades by rebidding 3NT.

. Note that the implication of playing splinters is that if responder makes an inverted minor suit raise of 1♣ to 2♣ (or 1♦ to 2♦) and then shows a hand that is above minimum, responder is unlikely to have a side-suit singleton.

No-Trump Responses to 1♣/1♦

We have already stated that a 1NT response shows 6-9 HCP.

A 3NT response is best played as showing a balanced hand with 13-15 HCP, no 4-card major and 4-card support. This is similar to the response of 3NT to a major suit (the pudding raise) but the difference is that it is not forcing. Therefore, if opener is to know what to do after this extremely space consuming bid we recommend that it should show a stopper in each side suit. If you have a doubt about a side suit it is best to start with an inverted minor raise, which allows subsequent stopper showing bids.

(k)  Opener

Responder

Opener
Responder

♠ J 6 3 

♠ A Q 4

1♦

3NT

♥ A K 6 3 

♥ Q J 2

4♦

4♠

♦ A K 9 6 4  

♦ Q 10 7 2 

6♦

♣ A


♣ Q J 3 

In (k) opener wants to play in a diamond hand after the 3NT response provided responder has a spade control. 4♦ sets diamonds as trumps and is game forcing. 4♠ is a cue bid.

A 2NT bid could be played as natural, but we recommend it as a Baron bid, showing 16+ HCP and a balanced hand. Opener rebids the lowest feature not yet shown, and the partners then bid 4-card suits in the search for a fit below 3NT. You should be able to see the similarity in theme to the Baron 2♠ response to 1NT.

(l)  Opener

Responder

Opener
Responder

♠ 8 6


♠ A K J 4

1♦

2NT

♥ A Q J 2

♥ 10 8


3♦

3♠

♦ K 9 6 3 2

♦ J 8 7 

3NT

♣  K 9


♣ A Q J 2

In (l) opener shows the fifth diamond after 2NT. There is no danger of a 4-4 heart fit being lost because responder, with 4 hearts, will bid 3♥ over 3♦.

(m)  Opener

Responder

Opener
Responder

♠ Q 6 2

♠ A K J 4

1♦

2NT

♥ A Q J 

♥ 10 8 2

3NT

4NT

♦ K 9 6 3 

♦ Q 10 7 



♣  K 9 3

♣ A Q J 

In (m) opener's rebid denies a fifth diamond or another 4-card suit, With 3-3-4-3 shape opener must therefore be too strong for a 1NT opening. 3NT shows 15-17 HCP (with 18-19 opener would rebid 4NT). Responder makes a final quantitative try for a slam, but opener has just 15 HCP and declines the invitation.

(n)  Opener

Responder

Opener
Responder

♠ J 6


♠ A K 9 4

1♦

2NT

♥ A 8 


♥ 10 7 4

3♣

4♦

♦ K J 6 3 2 

♦ A 8  


4♥

4♠

♣  K 9 3 2

♣ A Q J 10

5♣

6♣

(n) shows the partners finding a club fit. Responder's 4♦ is an unnecessary jum because 3♦ would confirm the diamond fit and still be game forcing, so it is a cue bid agreeing clubs. 4♥ and 4♠ are cue bids. 5♣ says opener is minimum, but responder has enough to be confident of a slam.

Delayed Support for a Minor Suit

Delayed support for a major suit almost invariably shows 3-card support because of the failure to support partner on the first round. Because responder's first priority if opener has bid a minor suit is to show a 4-card major suit, in any of these auctions responder could have 4-card diamond support. You could make a case for any of these 3♦ bids to be not forcing, however frequency of use means that we treat (o) and (p) as forcing. In particular, in auction (o) any continuation over a 2NT rebid is forcing. In (q) responder may have 3 or more diamonds but the bid is not forcing. We don't really need a forcing 3♦ here because we can create a forcing auction by bidding the fourth suit (2♥) and then supporting diamonds on the next round. 

(o)  Opener     Responder
(p)  Opener
Responder
(q)  Opener   Responder

      1♦           
1♠

      1♦

1♠

      1♦
         1♠

      2NT         3♦

      2♠

3♦

      2♣          3♦

