Defensive Counting

Counting Points

(1)  In the hand below partner leads the ♥Q, dummy taking the ♥A. Declarer calls for dummy's ♦J covered by your ♦Q and taken by declarer's ♦A, and at trick 3 you capture the ♦10 continuation with the ♦K. How should you proceed? 

♠ Q 8 3





Love all

♥ A 7 2
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♦ J 5
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P

♣ A K Q 10 4





1NT
P
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End



♠ K J 10 2

▒▒▒

♥ 8 6 3

▒▒▒

♦ K Q 2



♣ 8 7 5

(i)    How many points does South's INT show?
(ii)    Who has the ♦A?
(iii)   Who has the ♥K?
(iv)    Who has the ♠A?
(v)    What should you do next?

(vi)   How many top tricks can you see for declarer?

(vii)  Why do you think declarer is playing on diamonds?
Counting Shape

(2)  In the next example your ♦2 lead is taken by dummy's ♦A. Trumps are drawn (East having two) ending in dummy, and the ♦9 is ruffed. South then exits with a club. You allow East to win this with his ♣K, and he returns a club to your ♣Q. The ♣A wins the next trick and you must find a safe exit.
♠ J 8 4 3


North/South Game

♥ A 10 9 3
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End

♠ 7 2

♥ Q 8 6

▒▒▒

♦ Q 6 2

▒▒▒

♣ A Q 7 5 2

(i)    How many spades does South have? 

(ii)    How many diamonds does South have? 

(iii)   How many clubs does South have? 

(iv)   How many hearts does South have?

 (v)   What do you play now?
Counting Tricks

(3)  How do you plan to defeat declarer's no-trump game in our next hand? West leads the ♥2 to dummy's ♥6 and you win the trick with the ♥A.
♠ A 2






Game all

♥ K J 6
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♠ 7 5 3

▒▒▒

♥ A 5 3

▒▒▒

♦ 6 4 2



♣ K Q 10 4

(i)    How many certain tricks can you count for declarer?

I(ii)  What card must you assume partner has if you are to have any  chance of defeating the contract?
(iii)   What should you do now, having won the ♥A?

Ignoring the Guide-lines

(4)  In the hand below West leads the ♦5, dummy playing low and your ♦Q winning the trick. You return the ♦9, South's ♦J holding the trick, and West follows suit with the ♦4. Dummy is entered with the ♠A and the ♥4 is led.
♠ A K Q J 5 2





Love all

♥ 6 4
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End



♠ 10 8 6

▒▒▒

♥ A 9 2

▒▒▒

♦ Q 9 3



♣ Q 8 5 2

(i)     Who has the ♦A?
(ii)    How many diamonds did West start with? 

(iii)   What do you think declarer is trying to do? 

(iv)   How do you defend when North leads the ♥4?

(v)    What do you think will happen if you fail to defend in the correct this way?

Inferences

(5) For the next example your opponents are reliable players. You cash the ♠A against 6♥, East and South following with insignificant low spades. How should you continue?

♠ 6 2



East/West Game

♥ 6 4
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♠ A K J 9 8 4





6♥
End

♥ 8 5 3 2

▒▒▒

♦ 8 6


▒▒▒

♣ 6

 (i)     What does South’s 4NT bid say about the hand?

(ii)    What holdings do you expect South to have in the black suits?
(iii)  Try and construct a hand that South could have consistent with the bidding which would allow you to defeat him.
(iv)    What will declarer do if you don't find the correct defence?
 (v)    What should you do at trick 2?    

(6)


♠ Q 3 2


Love all

♥ K 10 6
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♣ A J 5 3

♠ 10 5 4

♥ A 5


▒▒▒

♦ A J 4 3 2

▒▒▒

♣ 9 6 2

You lead the ♦3 to East's ♦7 and South's ♦Q. Declarer switches to the ♥2 at trick 2. Plan the defence.
(Hint: How many points do you expect partner to have?)
(7)

♠ K 10 4 2
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♠ 8 3

▒▒▒

♥ Q J 10 5

▒▒▒

♦ 10 6



♣ A 8 6 4 3

West leads the ♣2. How should you defend?

(Hint:  (i)  How many points do you expect partner to have?

           (ii)  If you give him an immediate club ruff what can he do next?

(8)


♠ 9 5 4 


Game all


♥ 10 8 5 3
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End

♥ 6 4 2

▒▒▒

♦ A 9


▒▒▒

♣ K 6


Your ♠A lead against South’s slam is ruffed and South leads the ♦4. How should West defend?   (Hint: What is the minimum number of minor suit cards declarer can have?)

(9)

♠ K 7 2





Game all
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♠ 9 8 4 3

▒▒▒

♥ A

▒▒▒

♦ A 9 6 3 2



♣  9 8 7

West leads the ♣Q against 3NT. Dummy’s ♣K wins the trick and declarer calls for dummy’s ♦7. Should East play the ♦A?      (Hint: What didn’t happen in the bidding?)

(10)


♠ A 6



East/West Game

♥ 9 5



South
West
North
East

♦ K J 9 8 6 3


1NT
P
3NT
End

♣ A 6 2

♠ 8 5

♥ K 10 8 6 2

▒▒▒

♦ A 4


▒▒▒

♣ Q 10 8 7


West leads the ♥6 to East’s ♥A and East returns the ♥Q. How should West defend?

(Hint?  What will happen in East has only 2 hearts?)

(11)

♠ Q 9 8 5





North/South Game
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End

▒▒▒

♥ Q 10 3

▒▒▒

♦ K Q 3



♣ 7 6 4 3 2

West leads a trump to your ♠K. How do you continue?

(Hint: How many points do you expect partner to have?)

Answers 

(1)
(i)  South's INT response shows 8-10 points opposite a 1♣ opening bid.
(ii) South has played the ♦A.
(iii) South has the ♥K, as partner's ♥Q lead denied the ♥K.

(iv)  The ♦A and ♥K make 7 points. South cannot hold the ♠A.

 (v)  You can switch with confidence to the ♠2

(vi)  Declarer has 8 top tricks (the ♥A K, ♦A and 5 clubs).

        (vii) If South had the ♠A that would give him 9 tricks.

Declarer's play is consistent with his searching for a ninth trick in the diamond suit.
(2)
(i)-(iii) South started with 5 spades, one diamond and 3 clubs.                               (iv)  South started with 4 hearts.
(v)  At first glance it seems as though you have been endplayed. Playing a minor suit will give declarer a ruff-and-discard, while opening up the heart suit can only damage you. However once you know declarer's shape you can work out that a ruff and discard will do him no good whatsoever, simply allowing him to dispose of his fourth heart from hand or dummy. Let him do his own work in the heart suit. The good news is that if partner has ♥J x the contract is doomed. Even if declarer has the ♥K and ♥J, at least make him guess. Declarer's hand is:

♠ A K Q 10 5   ♥ K542   ♦4  
♣ J 10 3

(3)
 (i) You can count declarer for 8 tricks: the ♠A, 2 hearts (with the finesse if necessary) and 5 diamonds.

(ii) You must assume partner has the ♣A because if South has it you cannot stop 9 tricks by means of the heart finesse.

(iii) You must switch to the ♣4 in case declarer has:

     ♠ K Q 10     ♥ 10 9 4   ♦ J 8 5   ♣ 8765
     Note that not only does counting tricks show you the necessity of a club switch, but provided you have an open mind you may also decide that the standard lead (in this case the ♣K) may not be best.
(4)
  (i) Partner has the ♦A. If declarer had the ♦A that would have given him 9 tricks at trick 1: 6 spades and the ♦A K J.

(ii)   Partner led the ♦5 and followed with the ♦4. This shows a 5-card suit (fourth highest followed by fifth highest).

(iii)   Declarer is trying to steal a heart trick, hoping you will play low on the ♥4.

(iv)  You can defeat the contract by rising with the ♥A and playing your last diamond.

(v)   If you fail to take your ♥A declarer will make the ♥K and run for home as he would then have 9 tricks. He has:

♠ 974   ♥ KQJ5   ♦J 8   ♣ AJ43
(5)
(i) No voids and no suit with two top losers                                                              (ii)    A singleton in each black suit.
(iii)  ♠ 3    ♥ A K Q J 10 9 7   ♦ A K Q 7   ♣ 8
(iv)   Declarer will draw trumps and discard any losers on  dummy' s clubs.

(v)    Switch to a club, cutting declarer off from dummy's suit.
The stronger and more reliable your opponents are, the more you can deduce from their actions.
6)
With South's 2NT opening showing 20-22 points, partner can have at most one jack, so he won1t have an entry to lead diamonds through declarer. Your only hope is to hope that South started with ♦K Q doubleton, in which case you can rise with your ♥A and cash 4 more diamond tricks. Failure to take the ♥A immediately will allow declarer 9 tricks. He has

♠
AKJ      ♥ Q J 3 2      ♦ K Q      ♣ K Q 10 4

7)
Declarer has at least 12 points, dummy has 16 and you have 7.
Therefore West has at most 5. The only 5-point holding that
will make it possible to defeat the contract involves West
having the ♥A, in which case it is essential to switch to the
♥Q at trick 2. Giving your partner an immediate club ruff may
be satisfying, but declarer will subsequently be able to
discard losing hearts as he has:

♠  AQJ5   ♥ K 7 2   ♦ K 7   ♣ 10 9 7 5
8)
Declarer has no spades and at most 6 hearts, therefore at least 7 minor suit cards. South's 6♥ bid must be based on good clubs as well as solid hearts, and there is no possibility of dummy's diamonds providing discards for all declarer's clubs, making your ♣K a sure trick.  Forget 'second hand low', take your ♦A and exit passively with a spade. South has: 

♠ -
 ♥ AKQJ97    ♦ 4   ♣AQJ107 3
9)
 Don’t become too encouraged by your two aces. Ask why declarer didn1t use Blackwood. He almost certainly has the other 2 aces and a void diamond. By far your best chance of a side suit trick is in clubs, but don't waste your ♦A on thin air or declarer will be able to discard two clubs on the ♦K Q. Declarer has:
♠  A Q J     ♥ K Q J 7 5 4    ♦-    ♣ A 6 3 2
10)   West should overtake the ♥Q with his ♥K and persevere with
hearts from
 the top, ensuring the defeat of the contract. If he fails to do this East will have to switch suit, allowing declarer to
succeed. South has:

♠   KQJ   ♥J743      ♦ Q 10 5      ♣ K J 9
11)   
Declarer has at least 12 points, dummy has 14 and you have 14. Partner has nothing! How about shape? South has shown 4 cards in each major suit, so he must be 3-2 in the minors. Could he have 3 clubs? Surely with a singleton club, 3 trumps and a worthless hand West would have led his club, therefore South has 3 diamonds and 2 clubs. So is there any hope? There might be if West has the ♦10. Switch to the ♦3. If South tries the ♦9 West's ♦10 will force out dummy's ♦A, and if declarer the entries to discard losing diamonds on dummy' s winning clubs, West can ruff. South's hand is:

♠    J1076    ♥ A642   ♦J98   ♣ A Q
