4   REBIDDING YOUR OWN SUIT

If you rebid your own suit you usually make a limit bid.

(a)
West
East

(b)
West
East


1♥
1♠


1♥ 
2♦


2♥   



2♥

In (a) West traditionally shows a minimum opening bid with at least five hearts.  In practice West is highly likely to have six hearts because the 2♥ consumes so much space. You can guarantee six hearts in this sequence if you are prepared to open all 2-5-3-3 hands in the range 12-14 HCP with 1NT.

(c)
♠ K 8 7
♥ A Q 7 6 5
    ♦ A 7
  ♣ 9 4 3

(d)
♠ K 8

♥ A J 8 6 4
    ♦ Q 7 6 2
  ♣ K 3


(e) 
♠ K 8

♥ A 8 7 5 4
    ♦ K 7 6
  ♣ K 8 2

(f)
♠ K 8

♥ A Q J 5 4
    ♦ 9 7 6
  ♣ K 8 2

With (c) you can open 1♥, but will then raise 1♠ to 2♠.

With (d) you open 1♥ but rebid 2♦ over a 1♠ response.

With (e) and (f) you have the choice of either opening 1♥ and rebidding 2♥ over 1♠, or opening 1NT. I would open 1NT with (e) because the hearts are so poor. With (f) I would open 1♥. That is the only type of hand for which I would be compelled to rebid 2♥ on a 5-card suit, and that is my choice because the hearts are so strong.

After auction (b) there is no indication that West has more than five hearts, but remember, if East has only 9 HCP then he will have heart tolerance, otherwise he would have responded 1NT. If East has 10 or more HCP then the 1NT option will not be available, but now he is strong enough to continue over 2♥, perhaps with a no-trump bid if he hates hearts.  

After auctions (a) and (b)  we are not quite as near to establishing the final denomination as we would be if South had raised North's spades, but North has lots of convenient bids available to continue the discussion if necessary: for example a limit bid of 2NT (10-12 HCP) or a new suit at the three level which is game forcing.

Other similar auctions carry the same implications: the more space taken up by the rebid, the more likely it is to be a 6-card suit.

(g)  West
East


(h)
West
East

      1♣

1♦



1♣
1♠

      2♣





2♣

In auction (g) West is almost certain to have six clubs. In auction (h) West may have only five clubs. A forced rebid on a weak 5-card suit is highly undesirable unless partner has changed suit at the two level (carrying the implication that if he is minimum and intends to pass your rebid then he must have tolerance for your suit). If you can see the danger of this you should take it into account when deciding whether or not to open the bidding on a marginal hand.

(i)
♠ 9
            ♥  K J 7
  ♦ A Q 6 5
 ♣ Q 8 7 5 4

(j)
♠ A Q 6 5         ♥ K J 7
  ♦ 9

 ♣ Q 8 7 5 4

(k)
♠ 9
            ♥ A Q 7
  ♦ A Q 6 5
 ♣ Q 8 7 5 4

(l)
♠ 9

 ♥ A Q 7 5
  ♦ A Q 6
 ♣ Q 8 7 5 4


With (i) I would pass as dealer, because the prospect of opening 1♣ and rebidding 2♣ after a 1♠ response is too horrible to contemplate.

  With (j) I would happily open 1♣, aiming to rebid 1♠ over a red suit response.

  With (k) I really cannot pass, and I would not be prepared to open 1♣ and rebid 2♣, so I would be faced with a choice of lies. I would open 1♦ and rebid 2♣. Partner might assume I have five diamonds, but he must always bear in mind that I might be 1-4-4-4 (singleton spade).

  With (l) I have no choice but to open 1♣ and rebid 2♣ over a 1♠ response.

(m)
West
East


1♥
1♠


3♥

Auction (m) shows an intermediate opening bid (maybe 14-17 HCP). It takes up a great deal of space so if it fails to settle the denomination you are in some trouble. Because of this it should show a good suit of at least six cards.

(n)
♠ 8 7

♥ K Q 10 9 6 4
♦ A 7 6

♣ A Q

(p)
♠ A 7

♥ K 7 6 5 3 2

♦ A 8 7

♣ A Q

Jump to 3♥ with (n). Hearts are very likely to be the correct denomination, indeed if partner raises to 4♥ with a singleton ♥J you will certainly be in the correct contract. East can pass 3♥ but if East decides to bid on the auction becomes game forcing. East should never bid on out of weakness. If East is weak, the knowledge that West has an excellent heart suit should make 3♥ as good a contract as any. 

  With (p) the heart suit is too poor for 3♥. A 2NT rebid is far better.

(q)
West
East


1♥ 
1♠


4♥

In (q) West's 4♥ bid is very unilateral. Hearts will almost certainly be trumps even if East has none so the suit must be very good. With (r) West is too strong for 3♥, but certainly doesn't want to commit the partnership to 4♥. He improvises with 3♦. East shows his fifth spade with 3♠, leading to the right game contract.  

(r)  West

East


West
 East

♠ A Q 7

♠ K J 6 4 3

1♥
 1♠

♥ A Q 10 7 5 4
♥ 6


3♦
 3♠

♦ A K 2

♦ Q J 6

4♠

♣ 9


♣ 8 7 3 2

If you feel your hand is borderline between a simple rebid and a jump rebid, consider how your hand fits with your partner's response. With hand (s) you open 1♠. Rebid 3♠ if the response is 1♠ or 2♦, but only 2♠ if the response is 2♦. Remember that if partner is minimum he will have a good suit.

(s)
♠ K Q 10 9 6 5
♦ K J 7
♦ 8

♣ A J 9


(t)
West
East


(u)
West
East


1♠
2♣



1♠
2♣


3♠




4♠

Auction (t) is game forcing because both partners have shown greater than minimum values: East by introducing a new suit at the two level and West by jumping, so unlike (m) it is not really a limit bid. This seems to leave auction (u) somewhat in limbo, without an obvious meaning.  It makes sense to play it as showing a good 6-card suit with 3-card support for responder's suit.

