The Multi Coloured 2♦ bid
My objective is to teach you a simple version of the Multi. More sophistication is available after you have mastered the basics.
Whether you love or hate the Multi, you cannot ignore it if you play duplicate pairs! It is the most common of an increasing number of conventions that use a single bid to describe a wide variety of hands. The 2♦ opening bid is used to cover three (or more) different hand types.
i) A weak 2♠ opening bid. i.e, 6-10 HCP and six spades.
ii) A weak 2♥ opening bid. i.e. 6-10 HCP and six hearts.
iii) One, or more, type(s) of strong hand(s).
If you play the Multi with straight Acol you have to relinquish a strong Acol 2♦ opening bid (instead, opening such hands at the one level or with 2♣, just as you do with a club suit). In return you get a gadget that is highly pre-emptive, and most difficult to defend against. The secret of its effectiveness is that if your side has the balance of power your partner can easily find out your suit, and values, and almost anything else he wants to know. But if your opponents want to enter the auction they must often do so without knowing your suit. This poses plenty of problems for them, for instance:
i) They have no cue bid available.
ii) It is not easy to make a penalty or takeout double unless you know which suit you are penalising, or competing against.
iii) It is difficult to bid no trumps without knowing which suit you are supposed to be guarding.
If you open 2♦ responder assumes you have a weak two bid. Often he is prepared to play in your suit. In that case if the next hand passes he responds as follows:
2♥  instructs you to pass if you have a weak 2♥ opening, or convert to 2♠ if you have a weak 2♠ bid. This is called: Pass or Correct. He might have a), with no ambitions beyond a part score whatever your suit, or b) when he will delighted to jump to 4♠ if you rebid 2♠.
(a)
♠ 7 4

♥ 9 5

♦ K Q 6 3

♣ A 7 5 3 2

(b)
♠ K Q 4 2
♥ 6

♦ A Q 8 6 3

♣ K 8 2

2♠ instructs you to pass if you have spades, or convert to 3♥ with hearts. He has better hearts than spades—hand c).
(c)
♠ 6

♥ K Q 4 2
♦ A Q 8 6 3

♣ K 8 2

3♥ is mildly pre-emptive, and asks you to pass or correct to 3♠. He might have d).
(d)
♠ K 8 6
♥ K 8 7 2
♦ 10 9 7 5

♣ 10 3

4♥ asks you to pass, or bid 4♠. His purpose might be pre-emptive, e), or constructive, f). You don't know and, more significantly, neither do your opponents!

(e)
♠ K J 8 4
♥ K 8 5 2
♦ 9 7 5 3 2

♣ -

(f)
♠ K 8

♥ A J 7
♦ K Q 7 4

♣ A Q 7 3

If responder changes suit with a forcing 3♣ or 3♦ opener will normally rebid his suit. (Remember, responder doesn't know it!)

g)  West

East


West

East


♠ K Q 10 6 4 3
♠ A 9 7

2♦

2♥
♥ J 3 2

♥ 4


2♠

4♠
♦ J 5


♦ A Q 7 4 2


♣ 8 3


♣ K Q 4 2

2♥ says :’Pass or correct’  2♠ shows a weak 2♠. Responder would not be interested in game opposite a weak 2♥, but the 9-card fit is enough for 4♠.

(h) West

East


West

East


♠ J 3 2


♠ 4


2♦

2♠
♥ K Q 10 6 4 3
♥ A 9 7

3♥

4♥
♦ J 5


♦ A Q 7 4 2

♣ 9 3


♣ K Q 4 2

2♠ says: ‘Pass or correct’ and shows better hearts than spades. Responder is delighted to bid 4♥ opposite a weak 2♥ opening.

(i)  West

East


West

East


♠ K Q 10 6 4 3
♠ J 8 7


2♦

3♥
♥ 8


♥ 9 6 2

3♠
♦ Q 7 6

♦ K J 2

♣ 8 6 5

♣ A Q 3 2

3♥ is pre-emptive, saying ‘Pass or correct’. 3♠ may go down, but 4♥ for North/South must be a close call
(j)  West

East


West

East


♠ Q J 9 6 3 2

♠ K 7


2♦

4♥
♥ K 3


♥ 9 4 2

4♠
♦ 6 2


♦ A Q 7 5

♣ 9 6 5

♣ A K Q 2

4♥ says: ‘Pass or correct’
Alternatively, if responder wants more detailed information about opener's assets and is prepared to advance to the three level whatever his suit and values, he can use the conventional 2NT response which is used as an asking bid. Opener must now classify his weak two bid as minimum or maximum; maximum being defined as having a good 8-10 points, or two of the top three honours, or both. He then rebids as follows:

3♣ = Maximum weak 2♥ bid
3♦ = Maximum weak 2♠ bid

3♥ = Minimum weak 2♥ bid

3♠ = Minimum weak 2♠ bid

After 3♣ or 3♦ responder can declare the final contract or enquire further by bidding the suit in between the conventional rebid and opener’s suit.

West

East


(1)
Enquiry bids

2♦

2NT (1)

(2)  
Maximum weak 2♥ opening bid

3♣ (2)

3♦  (1)


(3)
(i) 3♥ (first step) would show 6 – 
?  (3)





poor 8
points but 2 of the top 3 hearts.

(ii) 3♠ (second step) would show good 8 -10 points but  deny 2 of the top 3 hearts.

(iii) 3NT (third step) would show good 8 -10 points and 2 of the top 3 hearts

(j)  West

East


West

East


♠ K 8 7

♠ Q 10 3

2♦

2NT
♥ Q J 10 7 6 4
♥ 5 3 2

3♥

Pass
♦ 6 3


♦ A Q 7 5
♣ 5 2


♣ A Q 4
2NT asks. 3♥ shows a minimum weak 2♥ without 2 of the top 3 hearts.

(k)  West

East


West

East


♠ J 8 7


♠ Q 10 3

2♦

2NT
♥ K Q 10 7 6 4
♥ 5 3 2

3♣

3♦
♦ 6 3


♦ A Q 7 5

3NT

4♥
♣ K 2


♣ A Q 4
2NT asks. 3♣ shows a weak 2♥ bid. 3♦ asks. 3NT shows 2 of the top 3 heart honours and good 8 – 10 points.

(l)  West

East


West

East


♠ J 8 7


♠ A 9 5

2♦

2NT

♥ K Q 10 7 6 4
♥ 2


3♣

4♥
♦ 6 3


♦ A K Q 7 5

♣ 5 2


♣ A K 4 3
2NT asks. 3♣ shows a weak 2♥ bid. East settles for the obvious game.
(m)  West

East


West

East


♠ K Q 10 7 6 4
♠ A 9 5

2♦

2NT
♥ J 8 7

♥ 2


3♦

3♥
♦ 6 3


♦ A K Q 7 5

3♠

6♠
♣ 5 2


♣ A K 4 3


2NT asks. 3♣ shows a weak 2♠ bid. 3♥ asks. 3♠ shows 2 of the top 3 spade honours and 6 – poor 8 points.  East knows West cannot have the ♥A so he settles for the small slam.
The strong component of the Multi
Almost anything is possible according to partnership agreement. I will start by saying what I don’t like
1) Some people try to fit in a strong two in a minor. This runs into trouble if partner, assuming you have a weak two in a major, jumps pre-emptively to 3♥.

2) Some people like to open a balanced 19-20 points with 2♦ and rebid 2NT. I can see no reason why I should want to open a balanced 19 points at the two level.

The easiest option is to fit a balanced 23-24 opening into the multi. 

i) 2♥ and 2♠ openings are Acol twos.

ii) Open 2NT with a balanced 20-22.

iii) Open 2♦, intending a 2NT rebid with a balanced 23-24

iv) Open 2♣, intending a 2NT rebid with a balanced 25-26

Continuations after 2NT in iii) and iv) are the same as opposite a 2NT opening: eg. transfers and Stayman.  

(n)  West

East


West

East


♠ K 9


♠ Q 8 4 3 2

2♦

2♥
♥ A K 7

♥ 4 3


2NT

3♥
♦ A K Q 7 5

♦ J 3 2


3♠

3NT
♣ A 7 5

♣ J 9 3

Pass
2NT shows 23-24 points.  3♥ is a transfer. 3NT gives West the choice between 3NT and 4♠
(o)  West

East


West

East


♠ K 9


♠ Q 8 4

2♦

3♥
♥ A K 7

♥ Q J 2

3NT

6NT
♦ A K Q 7 5

♦ J 8 3
♣ A 7 5

♣ K Q 4 2
3♥ is pre-emptive: pass or correct. West cannot rebid the planned 2NT so must bid 3NT. Knowing of 23-24 points opposite East bids the obvious slam.
(p)  West

East


West

East
♠  K 9


♠ A Q J 3

2♦

2NT
♥ A K 7

♥ Q J 8

3NT

7NT

♦ A K Q 7 5

♦  J 8 6

♣ A 7 5

♣  K Q J 3

2NT is asking. West cannot rebid the planned 2NT so must bid 3NT. Knowing of 23-24 points opposite East bids the obvious grand slam.

