Bidding Principles 2

Principle:  A new suit at the four level in an uncontested auction is a cue bid if the opening bid was at the one level

In this article I am going to assume that you are playing a system based on modern ideas. In that case I can see virtually no exceptions to my principle.  If not, you may feel that these are exceptions.

1)  Do you play Gerber? I do, but only if the bidding has gone  1NT (P) 4(. I suppose that is an exception. If you play Gerber more extensively you will need to sort this exception out with your partner. In one of my more mischievous moods I will quote from Ron Klinger’s tour of England:

Ron to audience:     How many of you play Gerber?

Audience to Ron:     Plenty of raised hands.

Ron to audience:     I will give you this advice. Try playing without Gerber to see how

                                 you get on. Give it a fair trial, then review your progress.

Member of audience to Ron:  What do you think is a fair trial?

Ron to questioner:   About twenty years.

2)  Do you still play that sequences like:  1( (P) 4(/4(/4(  are pre-empts? If so they are also an exception. They really are not needed as pre-empts. Pre-empts are most effective before anybody has bid because you may score a coup if you are heavily outgunned in high cards but you create enough confusion to prevent your opponents finding their best contract. After partner has opened 1( you have much less to fear because:

i)   It is highly likely that your side has at least half of the high cards in the pack.

ii)  One opponent has already passed.

Modern players play that a double jump shows a splinter (singleton or perhaps void) in the jump suit and good support for partner in a hand worth a raise to game. This can lead to excellent slams on minimal values when the hands fit well, as in (a).

(a)  West

East 

( A K J 5 4 2

( Q 10 9 3 

( 8 5 4 3

( 2

( A Q


( 8 7 4

( 9


( A K 7 3 2

West
East

1(
4(
4NT
5(
6(
No

West knows that despite probably missing all the heart honours there will be a singleton heart in dummy and dummy will have at least four trumps to deal with his heart losers. Slam is excellent despite a combined total of just 23 high-card points. If repeated trump leads make it impossible for declarer to ruff three hearts then he can try to set up the fifth club, and fall back on the diamond finesse if that fails.

Note that a splinter is a type of cue bid: it agrees partner’s suit and shows a control in the bid suit. It is just a specific type of control: shortage.

If you have not agreed the above principle then how would your partnership deal with (b)? 

(b)  West

East

( A Q J 8 3 2

( K 6 5

( A 8


( 9 5 4

( K 7 6

( A Q J 3 2

( 6 2


( A 3

I suggest the following simple auction:
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4( is a cue bid agreeing spades. When West shows a heart control East decides he has general values for a slam and bids it after checking for aces. If you play a sophisticated version of Roman key-card Blackwood East may be able to find that West has the (Q and (K as well as his two aces and six spades, enabling East to count 13 tricks and bid the excellent 7NT.

  Incidentally, there are those who will tell you that you can have it both ways here: 4( might be a cue bid or a suit. My advice is that unless you are a bridge professional  don’t even consider it! The potential for cock-ups is huge!

Many of my principles tie in together. Look hand ©:

(c) West

East

( K 6 3

( A Q J 8 7 5

( A 7 5

( K Q

( 9 7 4 2

( A 8

(  K Q J

(10 6 4
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East
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No

East transfers to spades and then jumps to 4(. A new suit at the three-level would be game forcing (see my previous article) so this is a cue bid agreeing spades. (Some partnerships may play it as a specific cue bid ie. a splinter, but we will keep it simple here.)  West cue bids the (A and East, satisfied with his mild slam try which pinpoints that he does not have the (A, declines to bypass 4(. Now West should look at his hand. His job is not to count twelve tricks, after all he is hardly able to do that after opening 1NT. Instead he should try to work out whether his hand is likely to be useful. The (K is clearly an excellent card, and the clubs will be reassuring to an East who seems to be lacking a club control, so West checks that two aces are not missing before bidding 6(.    

If the opening bid was at the two level or higher, things are a lot more murky. This is because the opening bid took up far more space and the hunt for a suitable trump suit may still be on. Look at the auctions below:

(d) West  East

(e)  West    East
(f)  West   East

    2(
   3(

      2NT     3(

      2NT    4(


    3(
   4( 

      3(        4(


You can certainly argue that sequence (d) is similar to (b), ie. that West’s spades should be excellent and that East is far more likely to want to agree spades than show a minor two-suiter. However after a 2NT opener responder often wants to show a two-suiter in a way that cannot be shown below the four-level. In (e) and (f) 4( is clearly natural.

How about this principle?:  After an opening bid at the two level, a new suit at the four level is a cue bid unless the first natural bid made by the partnership was no-trumps.

If the opening bid was at the three-level then you must decide what to do
    

(g) West
East


(h)  West
East

     3(

4(/4(

     
      3(

4(
You can play the four level change of suit without a jump, (g),  as natural or as a cue bid agreeing spades. I prefer to play it as natural. If you choose to play 4(/( as cue bids that will have severe implications for your pre-empts. My three-level pre-empts do not necessarily show such a strong suit that partner is not invited to give an opinion that an alternative denomination may be desirable. However 4( in (h) should be a cue bid because I can always bid 3( (forcing) followed by 4( if I really want to play in 4(.

