Opener’s partner bids after a Double     

North Redoubles

If West doubles South's 1♦ opening bid North has an additional bid available created by the double, ie. the redouble. Before we try to consider the meanings of other bids he might make we must ascertain how best to use the redouble. West has taken quite a risk in entering the auction. If East is very weak and North is strong then East/West may suffer a very unpleasant penalty. Any bid of a suit or no trumps made by North lets them off the hook, hence it makes sense to use the redouble to announce to South that a juicy penalty might be possible. To this purpose North redoubles with any hand if he has a balanced, or semi balanced, hand with nine or more points unless he has four-card support for South. You should announce your own fit before contemplating penalty doubles. The shorter the holding that North has in South's suit the better suited his hand is for a redouble.

North should not worry that South might be left to toil in a redoubled contract with an inadequate trump suit because it is practically impossible for East/West to pass this redouble out. Their main concern is to escape from a potential disaster with as much dignity as possible. East is expected to bid a five-card suit (or even a four-card suit if he can do so cheaply), however weak his hand. If he passes it only means that he cannot say anything. West is hardly likely to then be in a position to make a penalty pass, bearing in mind his original double was for take out. If East has a hand which would like to make a penalty pass of l♦ redoubled his best course of action is INT before West is forced to bid a bad five-card club suit.
North's redouble passes the message to South that East/West should not be allowed to play in any contract undoubled unless they have freely bid and supported a suit. North may have:
♠ A J 10 2

♥ J 9 2

♦ 8 6

♣ A J 9 3

He is prepared to double spades or clubs and would be content to hear South double hearts. Suppose the auction continues as follows:

South
West

North

East

1♦

Dbl

Redbl

1♥

P

P

?

North has not got the trump quality necessary to double l♥ but he must not pass. His redouble has created a forcing situation for himself as well as for South. He should bid l♠ (forcing), just as he would have done on the first round of bidding if West had been silent. As far as possible, most bids that are made by responder after he has redoubled retain the meaning they would have had on the first round without any intervention (including whether they are forcing). Alternatively suppose he faces this problem on the second round:

South
West

North

East

1♦

Dbl
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He can pass, secure in the knowledge that South must bid or double. If East voluntarily raises to 2♥ and South passes then North can pass if he wishes. For example:

South
West
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East

1♦

Dbl

Redbl

P

P

1♥

P

2♥

P

P

P

The fact that they are now freely supporting hearts rather than scrambling around for a fit suggests they think they are off the hook.
North's redouble suggests a penalty double may be available but there are some hands where South will not tolerate this, just as there are some hands where South will not pass a penalty double of an overcall. The types of hands are very similar. If he wishes to bid again because he is weak and shapely he does so immediately. If he wishes to bid because he is strong and shapely he passes first time and removes North's subsequent penalty double. Consider South's rebid with these hands after the auction below:

South
West

North

East

1♦

Dbl

Redbl

P

?

(a)

♠ 6



(b)
♠ 6



♥ 7 6




♥ 4 3



♦  K Q J 10 9 7


♦ K Q J 10 8



♣ A J 7 5



♣ K J 10 8 6

(c)

♠ 8



(d)
♠ 6 



♥ 6 5




♥ 5



♦  K Q J 10 8 7 5


♦ A Q J 9 7 6



♣ A 10 7



♣ A K 9 8 6

With none of these hands will he allow North to make a penalty double of a major suit, at least until he has put North into the picture about the nature of his assets. With the first three hands he only opened because of his playing strength, indeed his defensive strength is well below the two and a half tricks that North might expect. In each case he immediately removes the redouble, to 2♦, 2♣ and 3♦ respectively.

  With hand d) South has excellent playing strength and defensive values, indeed, a very strong hand. Whatever penalty North may extract from doubling a major suit may well not compensate for a missed game or slam. He passes the redouble and removes North's penalty double by bidding clubs. This sequence should be played as forcing to game.
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P

P
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P
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Suppose East had volunteered l♥ or l♠:

South
West

North

East

1♦

Dbl

Redbl

1♠

?
South would still bid in the same way with hands a) to d). This is not a free bid, it is an essential responsibility with a weak hand. If he mistakenly passes and tries to recover on the next round North will not believe he is weak.
North supports South's suit
If South's l♦ opening bid is doubled by West and North has a fit for South's diamonds the subsequent auction is likely to proceed with both sides finding a fit and each trying to push the other one level too high. It is in North's interest to be aggressive in supporting South before East/West get together. Suppose he has:

♠ 5 3    
♥ 8 5    
♦ A 7 4 3       ♣ J 9 8 5 2.

This is a hand which would be an obvious raise to 2♦ without the double. Even facing a minimum opening bid he would be happy to buy the contract in 3♦ rather than allow opponents to play in their chosen major at the two level. It is by no means unlikely that North/South can make 3♦ and East/West can make 3♠. If North ventures only 2♦, no doubt East or West will attempt to play in 2♥ or 2♠. North will then try 3♦, only to lose out to 3♥ or 3♠. North should exert maximum pre-emptive pressure at once by bidding 3♦.
The rule is that when supporting partner's suit with 4-card support North should bid one level higher after a takeout double than he would have done if there had been no double. Hence a raise to 2♦ shows a hand that would otherwise have been passed and a jump to 3♦ shows a hand otherwise worth 2♦. The hand that genuinely merits a constructive bid of 3♦ can be shown by the conventional bid of 2NT. This is because North will redouble with hands that are suitable for a natural 2NT bid.

Consider North’s action after the auction below with hands (e)-(h). 

South
West
North

1♥

Dbl
?

(e)

♠ 7 3



(f)
♠ 7 3



♥ Q 8 6 4



♥ A Q 4 3



♦ J 9 7 6 



♦ Q 10 7 2



♣ 8 5 2



♣ 8 5 2

(g)

♠ 7 3



(h)
♠ 7 3



♥ A Q 8 6 



♥ A Q 4 



♦ A 9 7 6 



♦ Q 10 7 2



♣ 8 5 2



♣ 8 5 3 2

With (e) North raises to 2♥.

With (f) North jumps to 3♥.

With (g) North bids 2NT, to show a hand worth at least a high-card raise to 3♥.

Hand (h) is difficult. Without the double North would have raised 1♥ to 2♥. Now it seems too strong for 2♥ (see (e) but a raise to 3♥ with only 3-card support is not advisable. Unless you play a conventional bid (such as 2♣) to show a good raise to 2♥ with only 3-card support you can only bid 2♥, but it inevitable leads to problems if you bid 2♥ with (e) and (h). 

North changes suit
After South's l♦ opening bid is doubled by West, North introduces any strong, balanced hand (unless he has four card support for South's diamonds) with a redouble. Traditionally he also introduced strong unbalanced hands with a redouble (unless he had diamond support), intending to bid his strong suit later. This allowed him to play a simple change of suit as non forcing. However this practice has fallen from favour, mainly because East/West frequently find a strong fit and pre-empt violently, leaving North to bid his suit for the first time at an uncomfortably high level. Nowadays most pairs play that a change of suit is forcing

South
West
North

1♦

Dbl
?

(i)

♠ A J 9 8 6 2

(j)
♠ 9 7 5

(k)
♠  9 7 5



♥ 5



♥  5



♥  5 3



♦  A K 6


♦  A K 6


♦  4 2



♣  9 7 5


♣  A J 9 8 6 2


♣  K Q 10 9 7 5

(l)

♠  J 7 5 3

(m)
♠  J 7 5 3 

(n)
♠  J 7 6 3



♥  Q 8 5


♥  8 5



♥  Q 8 5



♦  4 2



♦  A J 8 6


♦  4 2



♣  A J 8 6


♣  6 4 2


♣  Q J 4 2

With hand (i) North is not interested in a low level penalty double of the all too likely East/West heart contract. He does far better to bid his spade suit immediately, rather than have to make a decision over a 4♥ pre-empt by East. Similarly with (j) he bids 2♣. With (k) he must pass. 

North should also be aware that West is likely to have length in the three unbid suits for his double, hence he should avoid introducing feeble four card suits. With hands (l) and (m) he would have been obliged to respond l♠ without an intervening double but now INT is best with (l) and a raise to 3♦ is correct with (m). Firstly he has reason to avoid a weak 4-4 spade fit because there is a high probability that the outstanding trumps will break 4-1. Secondly, with hand (m) he expects the opposition to bid hearts vigorously and wishes to show his diamond support before the bidding gets too high. North should also pass with (n): on the surface 1NT seems reasonable but it is best to keep the strength of 1NT to 7-9 after a double. If South is strong he will get another chance.

Quiz

You are North with neither side vulnerable. South opens l♦ and West doubles. What do you call with these hands?

a)  ♠ A J 9 4

♥ K J 9 8

 ♦ -


♣ A 10 9 5 4

b)  ♠ A J 9 8

♥ Q 10 9 7 6

♦ 7 5


♣ K 4

c)  ♠ -


♥ A Q 10 9 7 5
♦ Q 10 8

♣ K 6 5 4

d)  ♠ 8 7 5


♥ K J 10 8 6

♦ 6


♣ Q 9 7 5

e)  ♠ 8 7 5


♥ 8 6 3

♦ 8


♣ A J 10 8 3 2

f)  ♠ 9


♥ 5 4 2

♦ Q 6 5 3   

♣ 9 7 5 3 2

g)  ♠ 7 4

 
♥ 9 7 3

♦ K 8 6 3   

♣ A 6 3 2

h)  ♠ 10 8


♥ A Q 8

♦ Q 10 8 6  

♣ K 7 5 3

i)  ♠ 9 7 5
 

♥ K 5 3 2

♦ 8 6 4
 
♣ K 7 5

j)  ♠ K 7 5


♥ K 5 3 2

♦ 8 6 4
  
♣ K 7 5

Answers to Quiz

a)  Redouble. This is going to be a bloodbath if partner allows you to double whatever contract they stumble into. If South does remove the redouble by rebidding 2♦ you might pass.  He would be announcing a sub minimum hand and you can see a ghastly misfit.
b)  Redouble. You will happily double a major suit or accept partner's double of 2♣. If East bids 2♣ and South passes you must settle for 2♥.

c)    l♥. Forcing. Introduce your suit before the spade pre-empt.

d)    l♥. Not as powerful as c) but your suit is worth a mention.

e)   Pass. 2♣ would show the same values as it would without the double and 1NT is awful with no cover in either major.

f)  
2♦   Show your support.

g)  3♦. A hand that would have been worth 2♦ without the double.

h)  2NT. This time you have a genuine raise to 3♦. If South does not wish to advance further he can sign off in 3♦.

i)  Pass. You would have dredged up a l♥ response without the double but your suit is too poor now, bearing in mind that West is quite likely to have four hearts also. 

j) INT. Redouble is an alternative but your intermediate cards are so poor that you would not wish to make a low level penalty double of any suit contract.
