1)

North/South Vulnerable

♠ Q 10 6 5 4

South
West
North
East

♥ Q J 8 6 5


1♦
2♣
4♦

♦ A

?




♣ Q 7


Options:

Pass    The safe option, but it won’t score  well if game is on for your side. If you pass now it is highly unlikely that partner will bid again. 

Double   Expert opinion plays this as showing values rather than an out and out penalty double. It could help you find a successful 4♥ or 4♠ contract, or partner might pass and you might defeat it by a couple of tricks..

4♥ /4♠   These bids are guesses. Partner will pass and you might play in a 5-1 fit with a 5-3 or even 5-4 fit available in the other major. 

5♣  This could be correct, but it is very unilateral.
AJK decision: Double

2)
East/West vulnerable

♠ A

South
West
North
East

♥ A J 8

1♣
1♠
Dbl
3♠

♦ A 7 6

? 




♣ A J 7 6 5 3

Double is a ‘negative’ double, showing four hearts,

Options:
Double.  Penalty or takeout?  Most expert pairs would play it as showing a strong, balanced hand nowadays. You won’t get very rich doubling 3♠ for penalties but +200 may score well.

3NT  You have a spade stopper, but you won’t be able to hold it up.

4♣    You have six clubs.

4♥    Playing in a 4-3 fit at the four level might work well if partner’s hearts are strong, but it could be a disaster if partner’s hearts are weak.

AJK decision: Double 

3)

Game all



♠ 8 

South
West
North
East

♥ K 6 5 4



1♠
2♥

♦ A Q 4 3

?




♣ 8 7 3 2

Options:

Pass: intending to make a penalty pass of the hoped for reopening double.   Risky, but it is worth taking risks for +200. The defence might go very well: lead your spade to partner’s ♠A, ruff a spade, re-enter partner’s hand for another spade ruff etc.
Pass, intending to remove partner’s re-opening double to 2NT or 3 of a minor. Safe, but partner will never believe you have 9 points and you might miss game

Double: Negative. It might work if partner rebids a minor suit, but you will not be happy if partner rebids 2♠
AJK decision: Pass, aiming to pass a re-opening double
4)
Love all



♠ 8 

South
West
North
East

♥ K 6 5 4



1♠
2♥

♦ A Q 4 3

?




♣ 8 7 3 2

Options:

The options are the same as in the previous example, but now one-off doubled  only yields +100.

AJK decision: Negative double. At least you are showing some values.
5)

Love all



♠ A K 8 7 6

South
West
North
East

♥ Q 5 4

1♠
2♣
Dbl
P

♦ K 10 7 6

?




♣ 7

Double is a ‘negative’ double, showing four hearts.

Options:

2♦   Showing your second suit.

2♥   Prepared to try playing in the 4-3 fit, which might work quite well as you can trump their suit (clubs) in the hand with short hearts.

2♠   If you rebid 2♦ your partner will assume you have five spades.

AJK decision: 2♥

6)  i)
Love all



♠ 9 8

South
West
North
East

♥ K J 7 6




1♥

♦ A 7 6

P
P
Dbl
2♥

♣ Q 8 4 2

?

Options:

Pass  You would pass with nothing so how is partner to know you have ten HCP? However partner’s protective double may be weak (only 9 HCP).

Double. For penalties. You might beat 2♥, but if partner has a minimum takeout double it won’t be a great surprise if 2♥ makes.

2NT  Too high if partner is minimum. You would only have bid 1NT if East had passed.

AJK decision: Pass

6)  ii)
Game all



♠ 9 8

South
West
North
East

♥ K J 7 6




1♥

♦ A 7 6

P
P
Dbl
2♥

♣ Q 8 4 2

?

Options:

Your options are similar to the previous example, but this time a double stands to gain +200, which could transform a poor score into a very good one.

AJK decision: Double
